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We sat thus for some hours, and very uncomfortable hours
they were; Apo, ol course, promptly went to sleep, and I
would willingly have followed his example, but had the cramp
so badly that I could not manage it.

Suddenly, the unpronounceable one quietly laid his hand
on my arm and pointed to something in the darkness. Yes !
there they were. My first wild elephants ! dimly discernible
in the dusk and gloom of the star-light. There were five of
them, and I felt vaguely glad that there were no more : first
came a big tusker, then two smaller elephants, and lastly a
female with a young one, I waited breathlessly, until I got
what I thought was a fair aim at the ear of the tusker, and then
I fired. Bang ! Off crashed four of the elephants like a
tornado through the jungle, while the tusker remained standing
as if stunned. At that moment, the wretch Apo, who had
awakened at the noise of the gun, cried out " He's hit 1 he's
hit! " and thereupon, his attention being directed to us by this
outcry, the diabolical tusker rushed straight at our frail platform.
I saw his great trunk rear itself up in the air, and then, crash !
everything went into chaos. I and the guns, with Apo and
the unpronounceable one, were scattered to the four winds,
We fell, fortunately, among thick high grass, which grew close
and rank immediately behind the spot where we had made our
ambush, and to this circumstance we probably owed our
lives* We lay in the grass as we fell, without moving an eye-
lash, and the tusker, after venting his wrath by demolishing the
platform, departed " grommeling." I was badly bruised by
the fall, and one of the guns was broken ; Apo had cut his head,
and the fearless hunter confessed that on this occasion only
his heart had turned to water; and so, for that time at least,
our hunting ended, and I returned to my duties at Chlttagoag<

English capital at this period poured into the Chittagotig
.district in the shape of tea investments. Large tracts of waste
Jungle-land were offered for sale by Government on very easy
Jterms, and tea-gardens sprang into existence on every side.
s ^udden influx of European energy into the district could;
t$&e place without considerable friction with the natiy^s^
of pasturage, wood-cutting, and the.'liife, iqj
,; the fee simple of which had been disposed of

